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HOUGH Iam unconnefted, 1 with 


your ſocieties, J. have long "IHE W 


admirer of your manners: though I may 


differ from you on ſome reli igious and politi- 


- — * Ao tha — — * 
r oe ie I IT — — 


cal queſtions, I am charmed. with your vir- — 
tuous conduct. In the following Preliminary . 


| Remarks will be found a ſimplicity in theuſe | 
of names, which though i in itſelf, natural, 2 


| | may be domed, by many, romantic ; 8 


Fl 
* 
+28 


5 


55 though coming from a child of peace. 


f b may even be thought. to favour ſedition. 


I addreſs this little work. to you: : Git is a | 
tribute of eſteem : © expreſs reſpe& for 
| m—_ example, I eek protection from your. 


mY % 5 ; ; — 


Lon 1 that = =ra, at t which tho « arti⸗ 85 


ficial diſtinctions of ſociety may date their 


infignificance, they were deemed wor 


5 tas infignificant by me; they were deem- | 
od ſo by Jou. With reſpect to forms f 
5 - government, indeed, ſome of us, perhaps, 


may differ. But ſhall it be ſaid, that the 
men, who think theſe artificial diſtinckions 5 
to be unnatural and itifurious, mult be ne- 
. republicans and levellers? William 


Xt: * 75 N 

penn wi a friend to a Bed ds. 
5 Shall it be ſaid that choſe who adopt, the 
338 IVY 

ä —— 


maxitns of brethe * 
other d. When Finde Was a nation * 
ariſtocrats 7 were a e of friends. 


— 


Continue, my friends, your faithful tef- 
timony. That example ſhall produce, 
nay, has already produced, more convic- | 
tion than all the reaſonings of pride. France, 
that has been the firſt to deride your theory, „ | 
is become the firſt to imitate your practice. 
But do not haſtily ſuppoſe, that you have 
gained the ſummit of wiſdom. Your firſt ; 
teachers gave you, on Gmae ſubjects, ſolid 
i information: on offers they miſled your 
judgment; - what 1 deemed their miſtakes, 


I have endeavoured to point out clſewhere; 


thinking 
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5 of your locieties, which would not I. Fear | 


85 un allowed me within chem. is. 
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\ FTER fo many circumſtantial ac- 
"A. counts of the ſettlements in New 
| South Wales, the following ſhort narrative 
may appear to ſome unneceſſary, at leaſt, 
if not impertinent. The deſign; there- 
fore, of the publication of it, and the means 
by which it fell into my poſſeſſion, toge- 
ther with ſome obſervations connected with 
the narrative, or ariſing from correlative 
circumſtances, ſhall be laid before the rea- 
ders: ſome indulgence may reaſonably be 
expected, as my inquiries have ariſen 
merely out of the ſpur of the occaſion 2 
method miuſt give way to matters of fad, 
and elegance of language to. une of | 
A ſtatement. „ 


„ 


| 

| 
1 
| 
þ| 
| 
1 
1 
| 
$ 
; 


- —— —— 
— — OE RAE FA — gn 
c — ———— — N 5 — 
Bo. 


f 


16 8 5 


When my 1 med friend ＋. Fylbd | 
I Palmer was ſent to'the hulk at Woolwich, * 
| it was natural for me'to pay him all tho 
regards of friendſhip, and to feel an in- 
tereſt in his future fortunes; the fame 5 
wy anxiety that I experienced for F. Palmer, 
I was ſoon led to feel for the amiable Tho- 
mas Muir; the ſame for the other worthy 


men, who are ſuffering alike in the cauſe 
of virtue, and equally entitled to the at. 


tention of Fair ee „5 


* 7 4 


„ 4 


Rang .« one ne on. 3 Staniſlaus 
hulk, I heard the following narrative re- 


hearſed ; 16. immediately occurred to me 


that it ſhould: be made public ; and I Was 
afterwards, preſſed by-ſome friends to un- 
dertake the publication myſelf—Little ſo. 


licitation was neceſſary : I was happy to 


indulge at the ſame time the ſympathies 


of fr jendſhip, and to obey the calls of hu- 


manity; and am now happy, after re- 
ceiving infor mation myſelf, to be enabled 
to gratify, at a ſmall expence, the public cu- 
rioſity. Having, therefore, obtained the 5 


5 N conſent | 


had 


* 


20 


eonſent of T Thoripſon' wife to publiſh the 
nafrative; and been commiſſioned by a 
| bookſeller to purchaſe of her the copy, 1 
have no doubt of performing an ee 
 fervice 1 to many r readers. e 

The virtues, the o talents, the learning, 
of the gentlemen mentioned above, have 
called forth no ſmall degree of the public 
notice; and I wiſh my readers to know, 
that their patience and their fortitude are 
id to their other virtues. The ſitua- 
tion of perſons thus circumſtanèed cannot 
be diſgraceful, though it is certainly peri- 
lous; they are Mortiy to be tranſported, to 


Aa country, where the horrors of famine 100 


may preſs upon thoſe of ſlavery. Such 
perſons are entitled to ſomething more 


* the public euren. | 


\ 


in the accounts given 5. by Acre 


h writers of theſe ſettlements, ſome conſi- 


derable variations are apt to occur. No- 
thing is more common than to read in 
the books of voyagers deſcriptions ſome- 


, „ What 


from that of others. 


OV 


| what different vf the me FRO 2 
hond nat therefote ſurprlze the maſt ex- 
at readers te perecive, that Thompſon's £ 
narrative varies in ſome. few. particulars | 
Captain Hunter 
in his HreTorICAt. Account. of PorT - 
-  Jacxxon, and NozroLK TsLAND, ſpeaks of 
the natives as a lively and i ingenious peo-—- 
ple. Capt. Tench's deſeription of then 
too is ſome what fayourable in point of in- 
genuity. Thompſon, on the other hand, 
ſpeaks of them as exceedin gly. dull: ma 
fame character of dullneſs is alſo given 
them in the account of the Voracz of 
the ENDEAVOUR: "Thompſon, 1 would or - 
ſerve, did not ſtay long at Port Jackſon. ; 8 
and it muſt be confeſſed that the character 
of a people cannot be aſcertained from 5 
haſty ſurvey: in ſavages too, whoſe minds 
- have admitted few ideas, whoſe concep- 
tions. ſo differ from our own, and whoſe _ 
manner of communicating them is ſo. liable 
to miſlead, preciſion. i is {till more difficult. : 
Captains Hunter and- Tench have certain- = 
24 191 more e converſant with the natives: 
and 


: 1090 


1 Ws I + 1 5 
n may 5rob . therefore, be more 
accurate in their relation on ſome fubjects, 


than Thompſon, or even Capt. Cook. But 
I cannot forbear obſerving, that Thomp- 


| fon's repreſentation of the natives of New 
South Wales, with regardto intellect, is very 


conſiſtent with their ordinary practice of 


| exceſſive eating, even to furfeiting and 
fickneſs; and with various particulars re- 


ted by other voyagers. Their general 5 


character, too, as exhibited by Thom pſon, 


| HP * Spinion, wo on circum- 


does theis ae e the new 1 ib. 


tlers: As to the condition of the convidts, 
1 think it probable, that Thompſon's . 


| account may be more accurate than any 
FS other. In ſhort, Thompſon appears to 
| - - mean ingenious and ſenſible young mar, 
_— of his obſer vations carry marks of 
originality 3 J, atleaſt, have not met with 

them in other Jena: and they evi- 
dently wear the appearance of truth, 

Ge; Wherever J have thought him miſtaken, 
5 | I have taken the erty of adding a note; 


1 | eſpecially, 


# ” 
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1 ag he ſeems not to have read 
dae N arratives of other W l 


hy 9 Tr FI: Fo 


| lt will appear from the, followi a ac 
count, compared with various particulars 
related by others, that the New Settle- 
ment does actually lie expoſed to danger 
from famine. This will, therefore, be 
the principal object of my conſideration, 
and I beg the reader's ſerious attention to 
the following references, — TY * 


0 The Royal Admiral Eaſt EL OY in which | 
Thomplon was Gunner, carried out 301 males, and 
40 female convicts. He had the charge of theſe, as 

alſo the care of the proviſions, &c. | Prefixed: to 
dis Narrative is a liſt of the Coloniſts, Soldiers, 85 
and Convids, with the time of their conviction, & 
together with a liſt of the daily allowance of each | 
_ meſs, of ſix perſons, and of the daily expenditure "> 
convicts from May, 1792, when the Royal Admiral 
_ Gailed from Portſmouth, to October, when it arrived 
at Port Jackſon. His Journal diſcovers great atten- 
tion, and I conclude him to be a very excellent ſea - 
man. He is at preſent Mate in a veſſel that goes from 
St. Helena to Denmark, but would fill a ſuperior 
ftation in the naval line with credit to himſelf, and 
with * the public. oe i a3 


, Captain => 


55 


Captain Tench det at t Port Jackſon 
5 Ae four years, viz. from the 20th of 


January, 1788, to the 18th of Septem- 
ber, 1791. In April, 1790, he obſerves as 


follows: On the 17th inſtant, the Sup- 


ply, Captain Ball, failed for Batavia. We 
followed her with anxious eyes. until ſhe 


was no longer viſible, Truly did we ſay 
to her, In te omnis domus inclinats | 
recumbit. We were, however, conſoled 


by reflecting, that every thing that zeal, 
fortitude, and ſeamanſhip, could produce, 
5 was coneentered in her Commander. 5 


1 


6 Que backs conſequently beds leſs 


perturbed; and all our labour and attention 


were turned on one object the procuring 3 
of food. Pride, pomp, and erung | 


of . war were no more. 


% The altre of he lower claſſes for 

clothes, was almoſt equal to their wants. 
I The ſtores had been long exhauſted, and 
winter was at hand. Nothing more lu- 
dierous can be conceived than the expedi. 


ent 
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em of PROT rifeligy, and N 
ing, which ingenuity deviſed, to eke out 
wretchedneſs, and preſerve the remains of 
A é᷑8&ẽcency. The fuperior dexterity of the 
women was particularly conſpicuous. 
Many a guard have I ſeen mount, in which 
dete number of ſoldiers without ſhoes, ex- 
_* eeeded that which had 5 R 

=  nants of leather, Eee 


. e eee e eee 
economy Jess whimfical. If a lucky man, 
Who had knocked down a dinner with 


his gun, or caught a fiſh by angling from 


the rocks,, invited a neighbour to dine 
with him, the invitation always ran, 


e Bring your own. bread,” Even at the 
n Governor's table, this caution was con- 
| ſtantly obſerved. Every man when he fat 
down pulled his bread out of his rei, 
3 dl lad: it by his > 


”"' have myſelf heard, by a benen im- 
. connected with Governor Phil- 
bp,. that. ie: ne, himſelf has fat 

Es an 


N 


1 * * 

n to a ſcanty allowance. Captain 
Tench further obſerves; in a note; 
% Three or four inſtances of perſons who 
petiſhed from want, have been related toi 
me. One only, however, fell within my 
own obſervation. I was paſſing the pro- 
viſion-ſtore; when a man, with a wild 
haggard countenance, who had juſt re- 
dive: his daily pittance to carry home, 
came out. His faultering g gait, and eager” 
devouring eye, led me to watch him; 
and he had not proceeded ten ſteps before 
he fell. I ordered him to be carried to 
the hoſpital, where, when he arrived, he 
Was found dead. On opening the body 7 
che cauſe of death was pronounced to be 
inanition.“ It is In a high degfte proba-' 
ble, nay, from various particulars to be 
collected from different Journals, certain; 
that many . unhappy creatures muſt have 
periſhed from the fame cauſe. Thomp- 
| ſon's account of theſe matters is, I doubt 
not, in the main, true : the number, how- 
ever, ſtated by him to have died in one 

year, through ſickneſs, want of provi- 
G - fron 


—_— 


. A I's 
- — 22 — - _ — a as * _ - Ao de — 
—— T——T—̈ ̃ ů — — TX 
: . n g 
4. 
— 


- a — 
. "on RN * — 
” 5 Ou ret mots as ů 
1 7 


2 


2 (10 SD 


| Bin, hard labour, loathſome Ass 0 or nas 


tural decay, may, probably, exceed matter 


of fact. I have, therefore, left it blank *, 
though I by no means think his If 
tion improbable; ; apprehending, that his 


account includes the returns of all the dif- 


ferent ſettlements I mean to compare, 
and to aſcertain, at my leiſure, as accu- 


ately as I can, the different ſtatements 
and probabilities relative to this ſubjecyt; 
but wiſh to leave it out of the power of 
any reader to ſay, that either Thompſon, 
or I have miſled him; at preſent, the 
reaſons for forwarding this work prevent: 
an immediate inveſtigation. Thompſon. 
does not mention the preciſe year of this 
calamitous event; it was probably near 
the time of the loſs of the Sirius and 
Guardian fr Igate, 


„* He makes it amount even to 1300. 
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11 hal now wy bete my t Göcd 
| wal known voyagers, various obſervations 
on the ſoil, &. of the new ſettlements.— 
Captain Hunter in his HrsTorICAL 
Jovrnar, OF THE 'TransacTIONS Ar 


Port JACK80 NA ND No For x ISLAND, 
obſerves : as follows, (p. 77. 


TIT» 3 


* OF" 


_ As I have — eli of th 
country. between Botany Bay and Port- 
Jackſon, J muſt further obſerve, that in 
the neighbourhood of Sydney.Cove, which 
18 that part of this harbour in which Go- 
vernor Phillip has fixed his reſidence, there 
are many pots of tolerably good land, bat 
they are in general of but ſmall extent; ; 
excluſive of thoſe particular ſpots, it is 
rather a poor ſteril ſoil, full of ſtones; 
but near, and at the head of the harbour, 
there is a very conſiderable extent of toler- 
able land, and which may be cultivated 
without waiting for its being cleared of 
wo for os. trees ſtand very wide of 


C2 | . each 


1 


tn) 


* 


each other, and have no nn in 
; ſhort, 1 the woods on the ſpat L. am ſpeaking 


2 reſemble a deer park, as much as if they 
ad been intended for ſuch a purpoſe, but 


5 che foil appears to me to be rather ſandy 


ind ſhallow, and. will. require, much 


manure. to 1 improve it, which is here a very 
farce article however, there are people 


whoſe judgment may probably be better 


than mine, that think it good. land; 1 
| Confels that farming has never made any 


part of my ſtudies. The *oraſs upon. it 8 


About three feet high, very cloſe and 
thick ; 7M robably farther back there may. be 
very. &tenſive tracts of this kind of coun» 
| try, but we, as yet, had no time to make 


very diſtant excurſions into interior uw 
| of this new FOR 25 


- } 


{This was ; about eight months after | 
fliey landed. i 
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Oni Teck 3 Ser one of thie 
Beeſb hiſlories of this ſettlement, 1» ts 
EomPLET# ACCOUNT or THE SET LE 
MENT Ar PORT JACKSON,. dated in his 
Journal November, r790, in which: he- 
obſerves as: follows of "ny: Co ,, 


- Cultivation, on a public ſale, has 
proc ſometime. paſt been given uy here, 
Sydney) the crop of laſt year being ſo 
miſerable, as to deter from farther experi 
ment; in conſequence of which, the gas 
vernment farm is abandoned; and» the 
people who were fixed on'-it, have been 
removed. Neceſſary public buildings 
advance faſt ; ; an excellent ſtorehouſe; of 
large dimenſions, built of bricks, and 
covered with tiles, is juſt completed, and 
another planned, which will ſhortly | be 
begun. Other buildings , among which 
I heard the governor mention an hoſpital, 
and permanent barracks. for the troops, 
may alſo be expected to ariſe: ſoon, Works 
om of 


i " un * 


of this nature are more e 


performed than heretofore, owing, I appre· 
hend, to the ſuperintendants lately arrived, 


Who are placed over the convicts, and com- 
pel them to labour. The firſt difficulties 


of a new country being ſubdued, may alſo 
ee to this eee, ener. 


* V e are ELIE although the 


nne is far advanced, owing to want of 


| I do not think that all the ſhowers 
of Kar laſt four months put together, would 
make twenty-four hours rain. Our farms, 
what with this, and a poor ſoil, are in 


19 wretched condition. My winter crop of 


potatoes, which J planted in days of deſpair, 


(March and April laſt) turned out very 
badly, when I dug them about two months 


back. Wheat returned ſo poorly laſt har- 


veſt, that very little, beſides Indian cor n 
has been ſown this year. The Governor's 


wound is quite healed, and he feels no in- 


conveniency whatever from it. With the 


_ natives we are hand and glove. They 
| throng the r * day , and ſometimes 


by . 


m Arm 3 _O0& 
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1 „ 0 
by their clamour and importunity for bread 
and meat (of which they now all eat 
gteedily) are become very troubleſome. 
God knows, we have little enough for our- 
ſelyes! Full allowance (if eight pounds of 
flour, and either ſeven pounds of beef, or 
four pounds of pork, ſerved alternately, 
per week, without either peaſe, oatmeal, 
| ſpirits, butter, or cheeſe, can be called ſo) 
is yet kept up; but if the Dutch sv w] 
does not arrive ſoon' it muſt be ſhortened, 
as the caſks in the ſtorehouſe, I obſerved 
| yeſterday, are woefully decreaſed.” — 


a Tench's Complete Account, & c. p. 7 3 74. 
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: ; or Paris, is the - prin 


« "After my Ka Re at Port Jackſon, 1 
went to Roſe-Hill, where great improve-, 
ments are exrrying « on; a confidetable town 
Was laid out, many good buildings were 
erected, and roads were cut, with about 
a two hundred and thirteen acres of land 
cleared for corn, and ei ighty acres for build- 
ings and gardens ; that is, the trees were 
cut down, but the roots remained in the 
gibund, Wich would" certainly leſſen the 
quantity of cleared ground; this ground 
being grubbed up and laid open, gave me 
an opportunity of examining what the ſoil 
conſiſted of, and althou ch. do not pretend 
to any knowledge in n yet I thought 
it required no very great judgment to per- 
ceive and determine this favourite ſpot 
(which, to do it juſtice, is certainly better 
than any upon or near this harbour) to be a 
poor, fandy, ſteril foil; the ſurface is 
oe . covered 


+4 ; 


. 47. * 


owed a fewo Maze deep with a ſoil, 


Which ſeems to be produced from decayed | 


vegetation, Totten leaves, burnt and 'wi- 
thered graſs; and under that is a mere 
e en e 1 1 
8838 Role-ill 1s are a eau BING 
4 tion, butthe country will require much ma- 
nure, much dreſſing, and good farmers to 
manage it, before good crops can be ex- 
pected from it ; the beſt they have ever 
| had, I have been informed, has amounted 
only to ſix or ſeven to one, and this laſt 
ſeaſon has been little niore than two to 
one, but that may in ſome meaſure be ac- 
counted for by e being a great ſcarcity 


of rain. 


1 it be the determination of Govern- 

ment to perſevere in eſtabliſhing * ſettle- 
ment in this country upon an extenſive 
plan, the nation muſt be contented to 


ſubmit to a very heavy expence. It muſt 


be ſtocked with cattle, were it only for 
the manure, for without manure this 
8 country 
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country is: too poor ever to ey tles ; 


* crops ; and if it ſhould be refolved 


upon to ſtock it with cattle, it will be 
found highly neceſſary to employ a conſi- 
derable number of people in the care of 


them, to prevent their being frequently 
attacked by the natives, whom we know 


are e en to d W diſtreſs 


for food.) 


- 


q oy | Hiſtorical 22 &c. page 30H, 102. 5 


Lieutenant king in bis account of the 


bwantsctions at Norfolk Iſland, . in Sov 
1788, obſerves as follows: 


The wheat, Which was ſown in the 
garden ground on the 2d was entirely eat 


+ 


up with rats by the 4th; they did not 


leave a fi ngle grain in the ground. As 1 


had no cats, and only one dog, theſe ver- 


ie; 


min were likely to prove a ſerious nui- 


g 2 e 


hands © yoga 


— OY 


„„ 0) 
fance; however, in order to rid ourſelves 
of them as much as poſſible, I carried all 
the empty caſks to be converted into 

5 VE 3 8 


e eee 
2 f | Hunter's Hiſtorical Journal, page 306. 


Lieut. King adds, p. 311. We now 


had two formidable enemies to encou nter 


in the rat and grub- worm, both which 


were very numerous and deſtructive: ſome 


| wheat had been ſown i in the garden g ground 


on the I ith, and the next morning there 
was not a grain of it left, being all eat up 


by the rats; and the few potatoes and 


other vegetables, which eſcaped the bad 
effects of the ſoutherly wind, were all eat 
up by the grub- worm. I have before ob- 
ſerved, that on our firſt diſcovering the 
rats to be numerous, I ordered the empty 
caſks to be converted into traps, and for 
ſome time they were very ſucceſsful ; 
thirty or forty rats being caught for ſeve- 
ral nights together : theſe were killed and 
ſcattered about the gardens, to deter the 
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teſt from coming to the bs but they 5 


ſoon grew too cunning to be caught in 


the traps, and too bold to be intimidated 
by their dead companions.“ The grain 


met with ſimilar fate in June. Out of 


fix ewes, that Lieutenant King brou ght to 
the iſland, five died with the ſcab. There 
are no animals in the iſland, but rats; and 
theſe, he obſerves, are very deſtructive, 


and very numerous. He, however, ſays, 


they are now much thinned, and gave it 


as his opinion, in 1788, that they would 
be capable of ſupporting themſelves in 


two e ä 


In 


3 45 25 . | 
In Captain Tench's Jouxxal. are to ba 8 i 
read the W ne 8 | | i 
40 April AK: -Notwitdianidiagit he 
| ſupplies which had recently arrived from 
Batavia, ſhort allowance was again pro- 
claimed on the 2d of April, on which 
day we were reduced to the following 
T ation: * 1 LIP 
* Three pounds of rice, three pounds of 
four, and three pounds of pork, 0 
week. N 


* It was ſingularly unfortunate that theſe 
retrenchments ſhould always happen when 
the gardens were moſt deſtitute of vege- 

tables. A long drought had nearly ex- 
hauſted them. The hardſhips which we 
in conſequence ſuffered were great, but 
not comparable to what had been formerly 
experienced, Beſides, now we made ſure 
of ſhips arriving ſoon to diſpel our diſtreſs : 
whereas, heretofore, from having never 


heard from En m_ the hearts of men 
| funk; . 
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4 in bank; and: many had begun to doubt 

i whether it had not not. been refolved to 

f | try how long miſery ** be ws en | 

4 | _ with pie: EVE "al 1 a7 AS | 


166 « Notwithſtanding tþ the incompetency of 
fv diminiſhed a pittance, the daily tafk f 
the ſoldier and convict continued unal - 
tered. I never contemplated the labours 
af theſe men, without finding abundant | 
cauſe of reflection on the miſeries which 
dur nature can overcome. Let me for a 
moment quit the cold tract of narrative: 
| * me not fritter away by ſervile adap- 

tations thoſe refle&ions, and the feelings 
8 gave birth to et me tranſeribs 
them freſh as they aroſe, ardent and gene- 

rous, though hopeleſs and romantic. 1 
every day ſee wretches pale with diſeaſe, 
and waſted with famine, ſtruggle againſt 
the horrors of their fituation. blow 
firiking is the effect of ſubordination · 
how dreadful is the fear of puniſhment;!— 

The allotted taſk is ſtill performed, even 


on the — reduced ſubſiſtence:— The 
black- 


| „ 55 
blackſmith Greats at the ſultry forge ; PE 
ſawyer labours pent up in his pit, and the 
huſbandman turns up the ſterile glebe.— 
Shall 1 again hear arguments multiplied to 
Violate truth and infult humanity !—Shall 
J again be told that the ſufferings of the 
55 wretched Africans are indiſpenſable for the 
culture of our ſugar. colonies: that white 
men are incapable of ſuſtaining-the heat of 
the climate I have been in the Weſt In- 
\ dies have lived there. I know that it 
is a rare inſtance, for the mercury in the 
| ther mometer to mount. there above 90; 
and here I ſcarcely paſs a week in ſummer - 
: without: ſeeing it riſe to 1009 : : ſometimes 


to 105; 3 hay, beyond even that burning 
altitude. 5 


6 But toil cannot bi 1 g ſupported a 
out adequate NN The firſt ſtep 
in every community, which wiſhes to pre- 
ſerve honeſty, ſhould be to ſet the people 
above want. The throes of hunger will 
ever prove too powerful for integrity to 
withſtand ; hence aroſe a repetition of 
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1 petty delnquerites, which no ods 
F could detect, and no juſtice reach. Gar- 
Rs dens were plundered ; 3 proviiens pilfered ; * 
I and the Indian corn ſtolen from the fields, 
8 where it grew . for public uſe. 5 Various 
i were the meaſures adopted to check chis . 
OD. depredatory ſpirit. Criminal courts, ei- 
ther fiom the tediouſneſs” of their proceſs, | 


or from the frequent eſcape of culprits | 


from their deciſion, were ſeldomer con- 
vened than formerly. The Governor or- 


dered convict offenders either to be chained 8 


together, or to wear ſingly a large iron 
: collar, with two ſpikes projecting from it 


which effectually hindered the party from 
concealing it under his ſhirt : and thus 


ſhackled, they were compelled to perform 
4s their quota of wo” =: 


"0 Compler Agcount, p. 108 &c. : 


m the month of cs 1 790, chat 
is about two years after their arrival at Bo- 


tany Bay, Captain Hunter gives the fol- 
lowing,; avful e 1 


« Ty 


1 * 25 * 

: _ In every - compariy, the convictiagin 
1 turned upon the long expected arrivals 
from England, Which we had been for 
ſome time paſt in daily expectation "of; 
with a fopply of proviſions; our ſtore bers 
Was now in a very exhauſted ſtate, much 
more ſo than we ever expected it would | 
have been; for it was the general opinion, 
: "oy I; ſhould the laſt year, on my arrixal = 

at the Cape of, Good, Hope, have there 
175 e. with. ſtore-ſhips, bound to this doun- | 
try, as it was always, underſtood that the 
ſettlement would never have been reduced 
| lower. than. one year” 8 proviſions: in ſtore. 


4 
* 


af « We Handed in e two 
' years proviſions, at leaſt with what was 
ſuppoſed, when we failed from England, 
would be the caſe ; 'that time was now 
elapſed, yet we had not been viſited by any 
ſhips from Europe, and we. ſtill had re- 
maining proviſions at half allowance to 
laſt until June. We all looked forward 
with hope for arrivals with a relief; and 
that N aſſiſtance neceſſary for ſtrangers 
E nn . 


( NS 


men ford the Siriqs, ' to go down to the 
South head of the harbour, there to build 
⁊ lockout · hauſe, and erect a flag- ſtaff uport 
e height, Which might be ſeen fram 
tha fea 3 and which. mig] alſo communi» 
eate information of ſhips in the offing to 
the Governor at Sydney Cove. The Go- 


© * 


vernor approved my ptopoſals. 1 went 


by Mr. White and Mr. Worgan the ſur- 
5 geons of the ſettlement and Sirius: We 
Aocted a flag. ſtaff, and live in a tent for 
ten days, in Which wWe compleated a tole- 


rably. good houſe, At the end of ten days, 
I was relieved by! Mr. Bradley with a freſh an 


5 8485 ; 


* 


Hit. Ace. p. n | 


1 chap. vi Po I 51, „ narrative is » thus 


} . continued: 


«In February, we: 3 to look 2 lit 


tle ſerious on, our diſappointment: of arri- 
| vals: * 


0 


might 5 13 ML 1. affered, 8 


down with fix men, and was accompanied 


© | 77 1 
vals: Wwe had not now more than provi- 


ons till June, at 5 W 1 have ab 
_ n 


4 


The Governor now aw 4 novelty 
for er Mridsg the ſettlement, and ſignified his © 
intention that ſuch diviſion ſhould take 
place ſoon, by ſending a certain number 
- of marines and convicts, under the com- 
mand of Major Roſs, the Lieutenant-go- 
vernor, to Norfolk Iſland; at which place 
he underſtood there were many reſources, | 
which Port Jackſon, or the country round 
it did not afford; and the gardens and gul- 2 
tivated lands here alſo would then be more .M 
enjoyed by the remaining numbers: acs ; 
cordingly an arrangement took place, and 
on the 26th of February, I received an or- 
der to prepare the Sirius for the ſea, and 
to embark the Lieutenant-governor with 
one company of marines, and the officers, 
| baggage, and 186 convicts; in all, 221 
perſons; ; with ſuch a proportion of the re- 
maining proviſions and other ſtores, as the 
| ſettlement at that time could furniſh ; ; and 
E 2 5 [ Was 


7 26 5 5 

FE. was directed to land then! upon Norfolk 
= IIland: Lieutenant Ball, commander of 
His Majeſty's armed tender Supply, was or- 
deeered under my command, and he alſo 


- embarked a it od OO” and 
ert convatts.” 


e Ia: Ge" of this” aid, - 
tuation, on the 14th of May, the Offi- - 
cers compoſing the council met the Lieu- 
| tenant- governor, agreeable to Ent, 

and publiſhed the following orders: “ At 

* a meeting of the governor and council 
| © held to confider of the very exhauſted 
tate of the proviſions in this ſettlement, 

Aand to conſult upon what means are 
moſt proper to be purſued, in order to 
+ preſerve life until ſuch time as We may 
be relieved by ſome arrivals from En- 

gland, of which we have been fo long 

Nn expeCtation, but probably diſappoint- 

2 ed by ſome unfortunate accident having 
happened to the ſhips intended for this 
country. The ſtate of the proviſions 

„ having been laid 3 the council, and 
| 5 the 
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29 3 


* the dung 3 of the Biba Z 
> having been taken into the moſt ſerious 


* conſideration, the following ratio of pro- 
„ viſions was unanimouſly reſolved and or- 


dered to take place on en the 1 r 5th | 


CA inna, Viz, 0 , . 
185 , Fibor-kthiree” poche per week, for 
« every Jes: wann „ 


Pr: T 
£3 55 . E II 


Beef one BR ad an half; per Gios 
< or,” in lieu ef the beef, 17 ounces of 


ra 
. B#- 
x 7 31 


Rice —one pound per ditto. 


Children above twelve months old, 
_ © half the above ratio. Children under 


twelve months old, one pound and an 


+ half of flour and a pound of rice per 


week. In future, all crimes which may 


by any three Members of the council be 


© confidered as not of a capital nature, 


.<6 will 12 puniſhed at their diſcretion, by- 


a4 farther 


} 5 4 [78 
1 


3 3 * 
eee ofthe grant Wow 
76 Ae ef. meet Gr otenhe 


5 45 . had one 

advantage, which, when that leaves us, will | 
reduce us to very great diſtreſs ;-I think, 
then, that many of the convicts (who are 
indolent to. aſtoniſhment, and who can, 

and frequently do, eat at one meal what 
they are allowed for a week) muſt, when 
the reſource I am going to mention fails, 
-PERISH FOR WANT, OR SUFFER DEATH 
FOR THE DEPREDATIONS THEY ARE 30 
MUCH INCLINED, EVEN IN TIMES OF. 


PLENTY, TO COMMIT oron ne 2 


$4 Norfolk Inland is a bia called, 5 
a__ its ſingular advantage, the Bird of 
Providence: but this ſingular advantage . 
can only be, enjoyed for a ſeafon : fiſt, 
„too, as well as the tropic birds and gan. 
nets, cannot be depended upon as a certain 
reſource. Of the fiſh, Captain Hunter 
ſays, page 183. ** I have ſeen the wea- 

| near 


/ 


= ©S. L 


wear a at together, thit a 1 boat «hal 4 
not be launched more than . during 


that period, and then only for a 15 
hours; and even when they had got out, 

hey would ſometimes bring in a hundred 
fiſh of from two to four pounds weight. | 
and at other. times only five or fix fiſhg 
{6 that this ſupply was very uncertain and 
very trifling, when it was. conſidered that 

We _ above = people." | 


» + 


* 2 


Much having been Kia concerning. the 
great fertility of N orfolk Iſland, I would | 
juſt obſerve, that let its fertility be what it 
may, its extentis very ſmall: and if cultiva- 
tion ſhould even anſwer the expectations 
of Lieutenant King as expreſſed to Go- 
vernor Phillip, it would probably be only 
eapable of ſupporting the perſons them 
ſelves who reſide there. I think it is only 
five miles in breadth, and three in length. 
I have been informed, too, that in Norfolk 
Iſland there are two harveſts in the year; 
that never lies fallow ; ; and that 

there 


K 320 


dere i is. great want of manufe: Ee ths 
firength. of A* land muſt be ſoou EX> 
wa | 4 


5 - 
* a af : . 
K 1. 


e 8 or a Vorace To 
- New Sourn WarLzs, relates more par- 


1 to the natural produckions of 


hat country; 5 however, are 
dme , uſeful | remarks. of another. kind. 


+ in Auguſt 1788, be e obſerves, 25 fol 5 


ods Abbe Supply arrived from Nor- 
folk Iſland, after a. long and rough Paſ⸗- 
Kage. 8 She had, landed, but. neither in 
8 app arent fafety, nor with facility, the i 


1 


ores which. ſhe carried to that place: : 


i 
OR and, upon the preſent occaſion, I am. 


forry to add, that the hazard of landing 
and embarking from the little iſland. is ſo 
very great, that Mr. Cunningham, a 
| Midſhipman of the Sirius (who reſided on 
it with Lieutenant King, the Superinten- 
dent) Was loſt, with three ſeamen, in a 
boat that was ſwamped. by the ſurf, which 
on every part of the coaſt runs high, and 
beats againſt the ſhore with great vio- 
lence : | 


4 7 


Jence ; ſo that I much fear, from the dif- | 
ficulty of acceſs, and its ſituation, it never 

will prove of any great conſequence, al- 

; though it promiſed fome advantages, par- 

0 ticularly i in furniſhing us with pine trees, 
which grow here to a ſize nearly equal to 
thoſe of Norway. In the whole iſland ' 
(there is not a harbour capable of admitting 
even fo ſmall a veſſel as the Supply, and 
the anchorage on every part of the coalt | is 
I” bad.“ Page 211, 212. 


8 4 
„ 4 * 0 * 


; 3 From all that I have had time to collect, 
L cannot for bear making the following ad- 
0 ditional remarks. _The climate of Port 
Jackſon is allowed to be very ſalubrious, 
though more favourable to the human 
conſtitution, than to vegetable or animal 
bp” production. Of the ſoil it has been ob- 
- ſerved, that a ſpot eminently fruitful hag 
| never yet been found; that there are ſpots 


| curſed with ' everlaſting and unconquer- 
* Keallitys: no body can deny.“ The 
F traveller 


* 


Ig 3. % 5 


ti aveller Wolle in vain for 0500 fk | 
ſprin gs, that bleſs more fertile coun- 
ties; the ſtream of Sydney is ſaid to 
he a mere drain of a morals; and ww | 
river, as it is called, at Paramatta, a 
2 creek, ſcarcely entitled to the name of 
a brock. The Hawkeſbury ot- Nepean is 
the only freſh water river yet known to 
exiſt in this country. It is, however, un- 

reũſonable to conclude, that in ſuch exten- 
five regions, there ſhould not be found 


ſome tracts of country, which, by proper 
_ cultivation, my become fruitful. 5 


But with reſpect to the lie Nate of 
things, if the reader ſurvey Port Jackſon in 
the maps of Captains Hunter or Tench, he 
will perceive, that on the North it is ſe- 
parated from Broken Bay, on the South 
from Botany; and that all the land be- 
| tween thoſe bays, except 2 ſmall portion 
ealled the Kangaroo ground, is, at preſent, 
deſeribed as either fahdy, ſwampy, or 
rocky, which have hitherto mocked la- 
date * defeated eultivation, - The land 
| between 


—— 


COM 3-8 
7 between Paramatta and that ſpot, where | 
the overflowings of the Hawkeſbury ceaſe, 
is- the only tract yet diſcovered, in 
which cultivation can be enſured fob 
any courſe of years. The calculations 
and probabilities, therefore, to be made 
from length of time, improvements in 
huſbandry, increaſe of labour, and of ex- 
pence, ſtill remain to be realized: the 
difficulties, too, and coſt attending this ſyſ- 
tem of colonization, muſt be very conſide- 
table, I have heard from gentlemen, who 
ought to be, and I doubt not are, well in- 
formed on the ſubject, that every convict 
tranſported to New South Wales, has coſt 
government, on an average, a thouſand | 
pounds. A A rich and flouriſhing people, 
indeed, may well afford to make a coſtly 
experiment, and ſhould turn a deaf ear 
to the cold ſpeculatiſt, who would warn 
them againſt ploughing in the ſea, and 
n deſpair! 


But J cannot perſuade myſelf yet to 
lay down my pen. From the. whole of 
F 2 the 


"BR: Es 36 * „ 
che preceding remarks it is "evident; that 
_ \theſe diſtant colonies: were not capable 
of ſupporting g themſelves, as low down as 
yo, and 1791. By the extract from 
Thompſon alſo it appears, that they could 
not ſupport themſelves in 1793: for he 
landed there in October 15792, and conti- 
nued there, 1 think, about three "months. 
They : muſt then, of courſe, depend on 
ſupplies from Great Britain, Batavia, the 
Cape of Good Hope; of the Eaſt Indies. 
The voyage from Great Britain is made 
ſometimes in five months, often in fix; ſe- 
ven, or even eight months. | Capt: Hunter 
went from Porr Jackſon to the Cape of 
Good Hope by Cape Horn, and returned 


in 219 days, after a very perilous voyage 
round the world, and was very near being 


loſt. The weſtern courſe from Van Die- 
man's Land to the Cape has never yet been 
tried, and would, proba bly, from the ſtrong 
weſterly winds, prove a very long r 
tedious voyage. From the preceding ob- 
ſervations, too, it W that two veſſels 


# have 


„„ ) RE 
have adwally been wrecked * At the Soy 
ation of perſons, whoſe very exiſtence; is at 
the mercy of winds and ſeas, whoſe fup- ” = 
- plies. depend on the. wafting of à fingle- 3 
blaſt, on the ſafe arrival of a ſingle veſſel, a 
|  1-cannot help feeling alarm! Whether, 
indeed, any ſhips are regularly ſtationed on 
| theſe barren coaſts I am not certain. If 
this has not been, at any time, the caſe, 
(and I have heard this aſſerted) govern- 
ment ſhould at leaſt provide > in future. 700 


„ » 


It will, perhaps, be thought by 7a 
readers, that I have preſented them with an 

. inaccurate picture of New. South Wales. a 

' be picture may be dark, I acknowledge; 
baurtd it is, I believe; not inaccurate. Since I 
have engaged in this inquiry, I have em- 
ployed myſelf night and day to collect au- 
thentic information from books; and I have 
ſtudied preciſion. The picture, therefore, 
which I have drawn, 1 venture to ſay, 18 


*The Sirius * Norfolk wa and the Guar- 
Gian 4 . on ber 8 from England. al 


2 true 


7 


5 25 3 95 
a true repreſen tation-: and W 1 eonfales: 4 
c mus new world as the future abode of my 
worthy friend, placed in a fituation, at 
which the heart of man revolts, a perſon 
of approved virtue, and of ſincere religion. 
huaſſeſſed of ſuch talents, and of ſuch at- 
tainments, as eminently qualify him to be 
the ornament and comfort of civilized life; 
when I conſider theſe: things, 1 fay, 1 am 
not likely, it may be ſuppoſed, to ſearch 
for the concealed delights! of New South 
Wales, or to decorate a picture, in itſelf 
| unpleaſant, with the embelliſhments of in- 
vention. Nor. is my imagination to be 
quickened, when 1 conſider the ſtate of 
others; Shen paſſing from a conſider ation 
of the preſent ſufferers, I take a general 
ſurvey of the ſubject ; when I recolle& on 
what ſlender crimes this dreadful ſentence 
of tranſportation fr equently attends; that 
the new ſettlements are to be conſidered 
not merely as the land of ſlavery, but as 
the bourn, from whence ſcarcely any con- 
victs have returned. No proviſion, I am 5 
5 told, is made for the return of convicts; 


4 


CESS, 


and the 4 i if I recollect rightly, coſts 
about pipe 1 | N50 


| the ey of 9 2 new 
„Colony with convicts, I ſhall ſay but little. 
Lord Bacon * obſerves, © it is a ſhameful 
and unbleſſed thing to take the ſeum of 
people, and wicked condemned men, to be 
the people with whom you plant; and not 
only ſo, but it ſpoileth the plantation: for 
they will ever look like rogues, and not 
fall to work, but be lazy, and do miſchief, 
and ſpend victuals, and be quickly weary, - 
and then certify over to their country, to 
M diſcredit of the pang „ 

iD... The CR wherewith/ you Num 
ought to be gardeners, ploughmen, la- 
bourers, ſmiths, carpenters, joiners, fiſher- . 


men, fowlers, with ſome few apothecaries, 
cooks, and bakers.” 


„ I have heard this * 
agitated, fays Captain Tench, fince my 


v0 + Chancellor Bacon's TRY 5, Pe 33. Of Plantations. 
| | return 
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- #eturn-to'England, the cry of, Wait en 1 
we do with them? Where "elſe. can they 1 5 5 
e ee Ap. Co on! 
4 7 1 
5 1 have 111 * attention Bi par | 
nf governor! Phillip? s voyage, which treats 
on this fubject: I went to be informed 
I came away unconvinced. To point 
„ out the defect of our penal laws; the 
utility of penitentiary houſes; the yet un- 
ultivated ſtate of our northern Iſles; the | 
3 unexplored mines ſaid to be in Britain; ; the 
„ prudence of converting our waſte lands 
Y into national property; and of furniſhing 5 
means, by which thoſe who have hereto- 
fore been injurious to their country, may 
henceforth be rendered beneficial, would to 
many appear romantic, and to me, would. 
at preſent, be tedious. The die is caſt, 
| and in playing a hazardous game, it is 
2 deemed prudent not to be too nice in 
8 calculations, or too apprehenſive about 
conſequences, —L.et me, however, at leaſt, wh 
0 lift a warning voice, and remind an un- ; 
toward claſs of readers of the title page 
** „ of | 
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Za of this book: *. \ palin AND SLAVERY, 


THE. Puxismixvr ron SEDITION... 


CAN 


But doubtleſs n not . thoſe who plan- 
ned, but thoſe who have been delegated 


to execute an enterprize of ſuch magni- 
tude, have deeply revolved that great na- 


tional expence does not imply the neceſſity D 
of national ſuffering.” While revenue is 


| employed with ſucceſs to ſome valuable 
end the profits of every adventure being 
more than ſufficient to repay its coſts, the 
public ſhould gain, and its reſources 
ſhould multiply. But an expence whether 
ſuſtained at home or abroad; whether a 
- waſte of the preſent, or an antici ipation 
of the future revenue; if it bring no ade- 


quate return, is to be reckoned a e the 


Cauſes of national ruin # 
es For See lenden 6 hind, 


1 Ferguſon's EIA on the : Hiſtory of Civil Society, 
owl ” * Tad 


-_—_ 


„* 


's the ſmall ſketch drawn ne: was 
| T own, the effect. of ſympathetic 
"ions ſhip, it will not be thought out of 
Character to drop a word relative to my 
friend. Thomas Fyſche Palmer, B. D. late 
| ſenior Fellow of Queen's College, Cam- 
bridge, is of a reſpectable and ancient family 
at Ickwell, in Bedfordſhire: was educated 
at Eton School ; was entered at Queen” s 
College, Cambridge, and, aſter going 
through the ſtudies of the Univerſity with 
elt, was choſen Fellow of that College. 
He was n aglergyman of the * 


blithed 


43 5 5 


bliſhed dats, and from the nature of 
Bis connections, as well as the direction of 
his ſtudies, muſt have had W of 
conſiderable Temas | 
At Cambridge, Fyſche Palme | was a re- 
5 Bilar; attendant on the Theological Lecs 
| tures of the late celebrated John Jebb, 
though antecedently to this connection, he 
had been of the calviniſtic perſuaſion, in- 
timate with John Berridge and Rowland 
Hil, two eminent methodiſt preachers of 
the eftaþliſhed church. From an aſſiduous 
and critical ſtudy of the ſcriptuxes he became 
an unitarian, and Poſſeſſing great activity of 
| mind, he then ſhewed the ſame zeal in 
propagating the unitarian, as he had before 
the trinitarian doctrines. He never held 
any pr eferment. e 


Hearing of a ſociety of unitarians form- 
ed at Montr oſe by Thomas Chriſtie, au- 
thor of an excellent volume of Sermons 
on the unity, Fyſche Palmer was induced to 

. | go. 


A 


they did not depend wholly on me; they 
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2 - f + : 2 
* : E . 
P % 
55 4 
*# 
8 6. 5 * - ; 


20 to FRPIrY as 1 "of cjoiningthat 
. There he became Were teach- 


er, formed unitarian ſocieties at Dundee 
and Edinburgh, and taught occaſionally in 


| ſeveral n particularly, in Forfar, and 


Neuborough. He never received any pay : 


The employment of a teacher he thought 


honourable, and uſeful ;/ but had long fince 


Kid aſide the profeſſion and (gab of © 


"och his income- derived Sous his fellows 


mie and pate fortune he devoted more 


than half to benevolent purpoſes ; he was 
a great economiſt, only to gs] himſelf 


* be a nub. 


The regulations of the — in which | 


F. Palmer taught were different from that 


in many Wr When I was lamenting in 
his company the loſs which his ſociety 


would ſuſtain, he replied, my friends will 
feel little inconvenience from my abſence ; 


wilt 


* 


05 46 5 
Will Sy capable of / inflruding. one a. 


__ 

\ James Ellis, che yoting” man 5 got with 
. him to Botany Bay, was formerly his ſer- 
vant; but proving himſelf to be a youth of 
| virtuous principles, and good talents, F. „ 
Palmer took pains in giving him inſtruc- 
tion; and made him his companion; | 

Jamies Ellis i to preach for him occa- | 
fionally. | 


. hes is nat a a man * 
letters: he is a man of exquiſite taſte in 
the fine arts, in painting, poetry and mu- . 
fic, and poſſeſſes an excellent judgment in 
architecture, gardening and huſbandry. 
In the caſt of his wind there is great origi- 
nality. He can be as ferious as any man; 
but he is likewiſe a maſter of humour. 
Tknow no character more upright.; few 
more intereſting. There will be ſhortly 
- publiſhed, by a {kilful hand, a more ample 
account of this gentleman, together with 


OE 


: his Eflays written in the Theological te: 5 
. poſitory, and a Controverſial Tfeatiſe of 
his, publiſhed ſorne time fince, on'the Ugi- 
ty of God.—To fay more concerning his 
religious ſentiments would be quite foreign 
to the nature of this Work, nor ſhould: 1. 
indeed, have even touched on that ſub- 
ject here, but with a view to exhibit the 
real character of my friend. | 


| With | lied to the FOE gentlemen ; 
not being poſſeſſed of much original iti- 
formation, I can ſay but little : To the 
abilities, learning, and worth of Thomas 
Muir, all who have the pleaſui fe of his 
acquaintance can bear téſtimotty. He was 
educated at the Univerſity of Glaſgow; 
in Scotland; and from his diſtinguiſhed | 
talents would probably have been very 
eminent as ali advocate; The other gen- 
tlemen are poſſeſſed of reſpectable talents 3 
and few worthier characters, I am told 
are to by found, than William Skirving. — 


The 


4 N Tn 
The proceedings on theſe trials have boon 
thought illegal by ſome of our firſt 
lawyers : the ſentences, therefore, will 
be, probably rejudged by | poſterity ; and 
when the ſentences paſſed by the Scotch 
| Judges are approved, the humanity of 
Hepry Dundas will not be forgotten. 


45 dauer e and foang 42 ah & 5 "| 
No fear the gulltlefs fuPrer W —_— | 
Feet 4raidlt the Rorarhe deepe, Ln 
The grile Gat makes oc tyrants s ä | 
Dares not invade the patriots breaſt; _ „„ 
The priſoner feels himſelf his own, 5 N 


And triumph's moſt, when molt t oppreſ'&. 


: The bark that bears to barren lands 
And bard'rous tribes a prize ſo dear, SOT Does 
Shall keep it ſafe from ruffian handss = . 
Or yield it to a nation” 8 3 | 


* 
LEY 


Gs, generous. band, where honour calls, 
Your chains are virtue's faireſt prize, 


Who nobly lives, and nobly falls 5 
Stands but a ſtep below the * < | | If 
And 3 pure heart, ſhate often ſend © [ 
| The ardent prayer to heaven for me: 5 
And grateful ſtill I call thee friend, - 
And chearful would I follow the. RD » . 
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HE land of New South Wales, Nn 


Rh appearance at firſt ſight, and may be 


ſeen at Ibodt the diſtance of ſeven or eight 
leagues.” As you come nearer, it appears 
hilly un the country, and full of treęs. 
The entrance of the harbour is formed by 
two heads, called the North and South 
Heads, lying nearly in thoſe directions, and 


ahout 


Botany Bay. td Pert Jackſon, has a 


1 
1 
4 

” 
" 3 
a 
« 
I”. 

" 

by 

. 

* 

* 
# 
£1 
*% 
* 
* 
* 
. 
. * 
1 
7 * 
. 3 
1 * 
un 
$ . 
i 
14 
4 
* 
way 
TY 
% 
* 
e ar iy 
8 . 
, +. 
b_ 1 
H 
4 
* 
5 * 
79 
AE 
. 4 1 
>, 4, 
y 8 
7 
1 2 
Ls 
b Th 
$2.5) 
= 
Ks $4 
hy 
Wh,” 

: 

2 4 
Wh 
7. 
19 
1 
+ 

bu, 


— — 


. I 


” 4 4 * 4 — 


— 
* 


1 * 2 5 — —— us — 
2 r CA 


_ — — — 


—— IE 
_—_— 


* 


23 


Kot three quarters of a wile e diſtant from! 
Tack other, Juſt withi . 


the middle of the har Lane 18 4 ſhoal, 2g 
about four fathom water upon. it at ſpring, 


' ebbs; in the channel about fifteenffathom; 
it gradually ſhoals as you get farther up. 
The whole abounds with iflands, coves, 


a ereeks, and harbomta, up 4 Sydney, which 


Ks about nine * miles from the entrance and 


makes the moſt complete harbour i. the 


univetict) ther re Four) ſhips lay witbii fff 


_ yards. of the ſhore, in five fathom and a 


half, and as ſmooth as in a « fiſh-pond. From 


s Courle to 


Sydney Go 


Roſe Hill (or. 3 There is water 


up at low water for a large long boat; the 


tide flows about eight feet at neap tidas; ane 


ans nne ping; with very little frenſh. 


i rh 4 8 > 4, 
4 ey 4 224 wb 2920 31 34 


* ee - Php makes Sydney a, hats five 


or ſix miles from the entrance into the, harbour ; the 


| harbour alſq muſt be -more than three | quarters of A 


mile acrofs, according to Phillip and White; in other 


reſpects en IJ ident r OP __ with 


theirs. = V 
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The Rar bot about with a varitty or fiſh, 
moſt of them unknôwn in England; here is 
plenty of oyfters,' cockles, and other thell 


ſna 
ele ein their head reſembling much a 


5 4 3 5 


fiſh. The belt "fiſh that” are caught arb 
mullets, light-horſerman, „ 6 


* «> ov 


light-horſeman's cap) flat-heads, ſalmon, 


whitings, and there are many other Kinds 
of fiſh too tedious to mention. * | 


Fe ; ns | 


e is the pet where 0 firſt ſettle. 


ment was formed, „merely for the advantage 


of good water, and the conveniency of the 
harbour. In this part are only gardens ſuf⸗- 


ficient to ſupply the inhabitants with vege- 


tables, &c. The Governor and principal 


officers chiefly reſide here, and as many 
convicts as are ſufficient to attend the 


ſtore-houſes, fiſhing-boats, different offi- 
cers; &c. Thoſe Wheſe ſentence'is expired 
and are in expectation of getting home *, 
chooſe __ e for their reſidence. | 


9 None man meationing Have ever returned, $1 


B 2 . About 


| About two Aale 1 8 lace. are the 
brick fields, where 2 great number of 
bricks, and tiles have been. lately, made, bur 
they. are ſtill in great want « of lime-ſtone, 
or a ſubſtitute for it. At preſent, a tif 
| kind of clay is uſed to build with, but it is 
ſuch a weak. cement they dare not (tempt 5 
to raiſe their houſes even one ſtory. There 
is not ſuch a thing gn the e as a ſet of 
ſtairs, except in the Governor's houſe, 
which: is only one  ſtoryy and is built with 
lime brought from England. The hricks 
and tiles are both of: one colour, of a light z 
brown, which make the buildings quite ; 
romantic. Thoſe that are built of wood 
are white-wathed 1 with pipe clay, n is 
found here, in t ene 


eee is ah, nf mand. Seathiroent, 
Dout ſixteen miles from Sydney by land, 
the buildings are the lame as at that place, 
forming one large ſtreet, nearly one mile 
long. The houſes are all ſeparate from 
one mother, ſpace being left to enlarge them 
| When 
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When 3 There is a large hoſpital, 


church, ſtore - houſes; &c, The Governor 


has a houſe here vpon Roſe Hill, a moſt 
a delightful ſpot ; here is a large park, called 
Cumberland Park, where the government 
cattle are put to graze: the greateſt part of 


| the cattle and ſheep belonging to different 
people are at this place. There is at pre- 
ſent about 100 acres of corn ſtanding here, 
chiefly Indian corn, ſome wheat, oats, bar- 


ley, &c. They look remarkably well, and 
there is not the leaſt doubt of its being the 


moſt fruitful harveſt the colony has ever 
experienced. It will commence in about 
8 or ten weeks, , 5 


Abour 3 ls fon this Sher is an- 
other ſettlement, Toongabby, where the 
greateſt number of convicts are, and work 


very hard, (there is alſo a good crop of corn 


ſtanding and promiſes well) their hours for 
work are from five in the morning till 


_ eleven *, they then leave off till two in the 


| afternoon, and work from that time till ſun- 


* Capt. Tench ſays till ten. | 
8 2 ſet. 
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| ö "the ee e 
| is Hort aner 111. pioiition, we) the 
im frattmnent they receive from a ſet of 
 vhcrelleſs Wretches Trhoft of cherti of their 
tiption) who ars their ſuperin- 
hindu, their mes afe rendered traly 
miſerable” At night they are plated in a 


Pf, 


* 


Aut, perhaps 14, 765 or 18 together ( 
one woman, whoſe duty is t6'keep it Clean, 
and provide victuals for the men while at 
work) without the comforts of eithef beds 
or blankets, unleſs they take them from the 
hip they come out in, or are fich enough 
to purchaſe them when they com on ſhore. 
They have neither bowl, plate, ſpoon, or 


* This may, peibaps, be dae now z but when 
Capt. Tench was there, it is obſerved in his Journal, 
Nor. 16, 1790, * As all the trees on our cleared ground, 
were cut down, and not rubbed up, the roots and 
* remain“. e 8 


- o 
01 „ | | knif 
FY 5 | * 5 . . 4 E, 


e ihr e e eg tha, grauem 
wood of this country * only one ſmall irons, 
pot being allowed to dreſs their poor allow. 
ance of meat, rice, & c. In ſhort, all che 


neceſſary conveniences. of life theyo are 


ſtrangers to, and ſuffer every thing tier 


could dread in their ſentence of tratiſporta- 


tion. Some time fince, it was not unodm- 
mon for ſeven or eight to die in one day, and 


Wet often while at work they being kept VN 
in the field till / the laſt moment; andifre- 


quently while being carried to the hoffital 


many a one has died ſtantling at the doo | 


of the ſtore-hauſe;/ waiting for his allow 
ande :ofi proviſion, mbrely for Want of ſuſ- 


tenance and neceſſary food. So great was 


N Ry among them that upwards.of 
ted in one year; and of 450 that 
eee Fir * only 29 
were ulive fix weeks. ſince at a general 
muſter,» Those that ag hving g chiefly 


QUO t 510 J: 1 

=. The Pitt failed. in Mop a and aud in 
1703. —1 think 1 have heard | that, ſome of theſe con- 
vis went to Norfolk Mand 5 And | opglit to be : deduRted 
from this account, 0 
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Pan e Hm chaſe chat are dead, . 


nion being © ſcarce, that had they n. not 


$34 alle muſt have periſhed. - When 
hip krrived (which was quite OE e 


tharey was 1 more than One week's Gl 


provifiori.; in the. ſtore at the full allowance, 


which would have been reduced t to ones -. 
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2 (which. every officer rler, 26d 23 
is entitled to, -and: few are without) are 
made hut-keepers thoſe who are not digs 


nified with this office} are ſet to make 


ſhirts, frocks, trowfers, &c: for the men; 


at a certain number per day; 35 occaſionally | 


to pick graſs in the fields, and for a very 


light offence are kept conſtantiy at work 


the ſame as the men. It is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to keep a ſtrict diſcipline among 
ſuch people, and their puniſhments are 
very ſevere, The colony. is by no means 
without good laws and officers of juſtice ; 3 
there 
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There is a judge, juſtice of the peace, and 
conſtables, moſt of the latter are convidts. 
At this time Barrington holds the poſt of 
head conſtable at Parramatta, and is a very 
diligent officer, For a very trifling offence 
a convict is put into the ſtocks until it is 
convenient to examine him; if guilty, he is 
taken to a cart wheel to receive a Botany Bay 
dozen, which is twenty-five laſhes ; if the 
crime is ſuch as would be puniſhed by a 
dozen on board a ſhip, or on ſhore in En- | 
gland, it 1s here puniſhed with two or 
three hundred; if it is any thing of con- 
ſequence, ſuch as theft, they are tried by a 
regular court, which generally terminates 
in a ſentence of death, or a ſecond tranſ- 
portation to Norfolk Iſland for life. At 
the ſame time the convicts have the ad- 
vantage of the laws as well as others. 
No perſon, unleſs thoſe immediately con- 
ecrned with them, is allowed to ſtrike 
| them, or by any means ill ule them; all 
complaints muſt be made to the juſtice, 
who muſt be conſulted on the moſt trifling 
occaſion, | 
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The natives of New South Wales are 
not very numerous *: towards the ſea coaſt 
they are quite black, of the middle ſize, 
and in general well limbed, have large flat 
noſes, thick lips, and ſhort hair, not 
of the woolly kind like the African ne- 
groes. They are a lazy indolent people and 
of no ingenuity. They never even think 
of ſeeking for food till hunger preſſes 
them; their chief living is fiſh, wigek they 
catch with a hook and As. or with a fiſh 
gig made of wood and ſharpened with fiſh 
bones or kangaroo teeth; they have no 
other method of cooking but roaſting the 
fiſh on the fire, which i 18 Small ns as 
ſoon as they get them out of the water: 
and they are frequently ſo hungry as not 
to allow themſelves time to dreſs them, but 
eat them half raw : they commonly fiſh and 
eat till they can ſcarcely move ; they then 

On go 
4 Capt. Hunter ſeems to intimate they are nume= 
rous; though I think by his own Hiſtorical Journal 


it appears that they are not ſo, as well as from the, 
Accounts of others, 


4 Capt, Tench obſerves of oa «that a large diſh 
0¹ 
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go on ſhore, make a fire, and lay down to 


fleep by the fide of it. They have no kind 


of cloathing ; both men and women are al- 
ways naked: if it rains they fly to ſome 


| hollow rock or cavern for ſhelter: if it is 
fine, they juſt pull up ſome long graſs, . 


make a fire, dry it and go to ſleep on it. 
They cannot bear to be confined to a hut 
or tent. The Governor has built a very 
neat brick hut for one of the Chiefs, but 
neither he or his family will live in it: they 


will ſometimes ſtay at the place for a 


day, then make a fire on the outſide of it. 


In ſhort, they prefer living in the woods 


and going naked to the "beſt houſe or 
clothes on the Colony. There are many 

of them that viſit Sydney every day for 
the ſake of what they can get to eat, and at 
night they return to the woods. There are 
three or four of the Chiefs who attend the 
Governor's houſe every day for their din- 
ner and a glaſs of wine. Several of the 


of fiſh was ſet before him: he devoured a light horſe- 
man, and at leaſt five pounds of beef and bread, even 
* the light of food became diſguſting to him, p. 97. 
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efficers have both boys and girls as ſer- 
vants, but they are ſo lazy that it is with 
difficulty you can perſuade them to get 
themſelves a drink of water: if you at- 
tempt to ſtrike them, they will imme 
diately ſet out for the woods and ſtay four 
or five days. Indeed it is common for 
them to ſtrip off what clothes they may 
have on, and take a trip to the woods, 
whether offended or not. If they were 
ſhy at the firſt ſettling in the Colony, 
that is not the caſe now. For the people 
can ſcarcely keep them out of their houſes 
in day time; at the fame time, they muſt 
be cautious how they affront them; if they 
offend them, at the firſt opportunity they 
will certainly ſpear them, at which they 
are very dexterous *, | Their ſpears are 
made of the ſtem of the graſs tree, are 

about twelve or fourteen feet long, pointed 

with fiſh bone or teeth, and bearded with 

ſhells, ſtuck on with gum, and are very 


* In 1790 Governor Phillip obſerves, that no leſs 


than ſeventeen of our people had either been killed or 
wounded by their ſpears, 
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a 
dangerous weapons; they will throw 
them fiſty or ſixty yards &, and ſtrike within 
two or three inches at a certainty; they 
are very treacherous and deceiving: if they 
chance to meet any perſon in the woods 
ſingly, it is ten to one but they ſpear him 
and ſtrip him of his clothes, though of no 
uſe to them; if there are two or three 
together, they will not attempt to aſſault 
them, particularly if they have a muſket, 
at which they are much frightened: few 
people travel the woods without one. 
Some time ſince one of them ſpeared the 
Governor quite through the ſhoulder from 
near the back bone to the neck, which 
went through above five inches. He had 
one of their Chiefs with him at his houſe 
ſometime, and fearing he would go away, 
had made him a priſoner : however he 
made his eſcape ; the Governor hearing 
where he went, next day went about ſeven 
miles from Sydney and found him and ſe- 


* He might have ſaid 60 or 70: Capt. Hunter 
ſays, I have ſince ſeen a ſtrong young man throw the 
Jance full ninety yards, | | | 

veral 
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veral more together; to convince them 
he did not intend them any harm, he went 
to them by himſelf, and while he was 
expoſtulating with this Chief, and intreat- 
ing him to return, one of them Who was 
behind, ſtruck him with the ſpear and ran 
away to the woods: but he ſuffered ſe- 
verely for the offence, as ſoon as he was 
found by the reſt, they beat him in a moſt 
unmerciful manner, knocked one of his 
eyes out, and nearly deprived him of . life. 
While the Governor was carried home 
with the ſpear in his ſhoulder, which, 
however, was not attended with any bad 
conſequence, in leſs than three weeks he 
was able to walk out; they are divided in- 
to ſeveral tribes or caſts, and are known 
to which they belong by the loſs of one of 
their fore teeth; or the joint of their fore 
or little finger * ; they have frequent wars 
and deſperate battles with each other at 
fixed times; whenever a diſpute ariſes be- 


This ſeems probable. Captains Hunter and 
Tench obſerve, that as yet they had not been able 
to diſcoyer the cauſe of theſe deſects. tay 

r tween 


. 
tween them that cauſes a fight, they name 
a certain day and fix a place to meet for 
the engagement: every one is armed with 
his ſpear, a large club, ſtone hatchet and a 
ſhield ; they are at great pains to paint 
themſelves and make the moſt terrible ap- 
pearance they can at thoſe times; thoſe | 
who fall in the battle are left lying on the 
ground, without any more notice, except 
it be a Chief or ſome one much reſpected: 
then they cover him with wood, ſet fire to 
tit until the fleſh is burnt from the bones, 
and in this ſtate they leave it. Thoſe that 
die naturally are not buried, but are left 
where they die, unleſs they be of note, then 
they are burnt ; they cannot bear the idea 
of dying by a natural death, which i is in- 
deed ſeldom the caſe, their frequent wars 
not ſuffering them to live to a great age; 
the oldeſt that I remember to have ſeen, 
did not to appearance exceed thirty years *. 
If one of a family dies, they generally put 


* Though in general they are not long lived, yet 
ſome are Known to live ull fifty or c ixty years of 
age, ; 


one 
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one or more of the e to death, and 

a family of eight or nine has been often 
known to be reduced to two or three in 
the courſe of a month; theſe two cauſes 
prevent their being numerous. They are 
very quick in learning to ſpeak Engliſh, 
and will repeat any ſentence aſter you im- 
mediately, particularly any tune: When in 
cheir canoes they keep conſtantly ſinging 
while they paddle along; they have the 
French tune of Malbrook very perfect: I 
have heard a dozen or twenty ſinging it 
together. g 


The different kinds of beaſts, birds and 

inſects are numerous, and the birds in ge- 

neral are very beautiful: there is a great 
variety of different ſorts of parrots, parro- 
quetts, and many other birds unknown 
in England, a great many inſects alſo, 
which are very troubleſome and de- 
ſtructive, one in particular that in the hot 
dry ſeaſon deſtroys the corn : theſe have 
been known to overſpread a field of corn, 
in 125 Sour ſe of one night, and totally de- 
Troy 
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ſtroy it. The e muſquittoes REY are m 
great quantities : the latter will infe& 
| freſh: meat if ſuch à manner that it is 
ſometimes difficult to keep it free from 
maggots even one hour after it is killed. 
Of thee beaſts the kangaroo is found to be 
che beſt eating, exactly reſembling veniſon; 
they are ſometimes ſhot and ſometi imes 
taken with dogs: in dry weather it is diffi- 
cult to get them any way, owirig to their 
ſwiftneſs i in leaping; but in rainy and wet 
weather they are eaſily caught or ſhot ; 
they often wound the dogs in à deſſ Perate 
manner with their tail, with which they 
ſtrike with great force: they grow very 
ſlowly and are near two years before they 
come to their full ſizes and then they Will 
weigh about 2 cwit. * they have a falſe 
belly in which they ſecure their young 
when purſued, and commonly carry 8 
till they are five or fix, months old. There 
are a great many oppoſſums and flying 


ſquirrels which are good eating. Guanas 8 
* This circumſtance i is worth mentioning, that at 


its birth, the kangaroo i is not fo large asa full grown 
mouſe. 5, 
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5 Ses, Ke. are very plentiful; chere as 3 
Alſo ſome of the fineſt dogs wild in the 
: words, — e of beats, wn, ; 
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Ale ders with lch the whole e ountry 

| eee, found to be of little uſe, not 
At either for building houſes or boats, 
- though there are many boats built. with 


wile. houſes, for neceflity has no law. 
There are two kinds of oak, called the he 
and the the oak, but not to be compared 
with Engliſh oak ; and a kind of pine and 
mahogany, ſo heavy that ſcarce either of 
them will ſwim. Some diſtance up the 
Sountry the trees grow very: ſtrait, and to 
a great heighth, though not one in a hun- 
dred are ſound. As an inſtance, when 
the Supply was ordered for England, ſhe 
wanted a new foremaſt, and to find one to 
» anſwer ſuch a ſmall ſhip, it coſt them up- 
wards of three weeks labour, in which time 
*they cut down more than thirty trees, be- 
fore one was found to be ſound at the heart, 
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them, but they will not laſt long, and like- bs 
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and this of uch a weight it was with dif. 
fteulty they moved and erected it; there 
are trees which produce two ſorts of gum, - 
a yellow kind which the natives make uſe _ 
of for their ſpears, fiſh' gigs and canoes ; 
and a kind which is called dragon's, blood, 
but they are of no uſe but for the fire, | 
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Here ends the 1 ingenious narrative of 
Ela: Thompſon, written, indeed, without 
any view to publication; the obſervations, 
however, of a perſon, to whom the officers 
on board the veſſel * bear teſtimony, that "LE 

his veracity may be depended on. 
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As an illuſtration of ſome reflections in 
my Preliminary Remarks on the ſevere 
ſentences inflicted for flight offences, I beg 
leave to Tabjous the follow! ing hints. 


A EE in Kent about ten years ago, 
lent a far mer a team of horſes, and ſent : a 


The Staniſlays hulk, : 
Ss D 2 ſervant 


1 ” 5 
en [with - them. | The böte e wero 
worked hard, and had. nothing to eat. 


The ſervant tock ſome corn out of a 
bin. to feed them with : this man was 
enter ced at Maidſtone Aſſires to ſeven 
ars tranſportation, | ned is, 1 believe, 
Jo: at 3 8 85 Bay. 958 . , 
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7 Büward Moſely Was Sedus os 
ee 87 8 Gould at Maidſtone in 1792, for 

ſtealing a game cock, to ſeven years 
tranſportation: he is now on board the 
Staniſlaus, unleſs gone with the 18 
convicts i m the Surprizs, 


"On board the other hulks i is, at leaſt, was, 

len 1 viſited the excellent Thomas | 
Muir, a youth whoſe amiable deportment | — 
Dy, engaged the notice of the officers, A 
diſciple of Lavater looking at his coun- 
tenance, would have ſaid, his youth can- 
not poſſeſs a vicious heart: he was ob- 
ſerved ta keep aloof from the other con- 

victs, as not accuſtomed to their max- 

185 and wits above deck, walked pen. 
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. dex. val Himel 3 his (crime „ am in- 


3615 d was this: he had been ina ſquab- 
55 bie with a girl of the town, and whether 
in a frolic, which I think was the caſe, 
or not, he took her handkerchief: 0 
| was: faid not to be worth ſixpence : 
Was, however, valued at eleven pence, 4 
order to get a ſentence fixed: the youth was 


1 wjucged t to ſeven, . n, 
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The followin ing calk refles. great ho- 
nour on the W of Captain Er- 
kine, of the Staniflaus hulk. A man in 
Cornwall ſtole a game cock, which was 
found in his father's cuſtody. The Juſ- 
tices of the Quarter Seſſions ſent both 
father and ſon for three years hard la- 
bour on the hulks; the father died of a 
broken heart in a month. Captain Er- 
| ſkine wrote to the Secretary of State 


on the py. of the caſe. The ſon. 
Was en | 


? 


> Monarieut (Count) e a ſum of 
money of Broughton, (Sir Thomas) to go 
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to bla: Montrieul altered bis wins 
tion and took another courſe. Brough- 
ton had him taken up for a ſwindler, 
and by the juſtiees of Suſſex he was ſen- 
ee ee "RO e hate. on "the. 
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' Moſt of theſs hs 1 | ee en 
my evolent friend: who in commiſ 
8 the . ſentences of others | 
perth the ar of oy; n. f 


1 In G 201 5 | 81 It of con- 
vids conſigned to New South Wales, 
on board the Royal Admiral in 1792, are 
the following: The reader will pleaſe to 
notice the age of the convidt, and the term 
of conviction: Alexander Dempſter, aged 
| fifteen; labourer, received May 15, con- 
victed Sept. 13, 1790, term of conviction 
ſeven years 1 Stephen Peachman, nineteen 
| years of age, tranſported for life: Wil- 
liam Collins, Thomas Galloway, and 
William Wales, each fifteen years of age, 
W for {even ; An Willſon, eigh- 

| teen 
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s of age: * Helmes only fixs. 
for life: and cot! 
of age, "quis. talia 
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